Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  l<nowledge,  policies,  or  practices, 


CARPET  SWEEPERS 

Run  the  carpet  sweeper  with  smooth,  even 
strokes.  Use  no  more  pressure  than  necessary. 
Do  not  bang  the  sweeper  against  furniture  .  .  . 
or  let  it  stand  over  hot-air  registers. 

Empty  the  dustpans  after  each  use. 

Store  where  you  store  the  brooms.  If  you 
hang  it  by  the  handle  or  stand  it  on  front  or 
back  of  the  sweeper  part  without  emptying, 
dirt  will  drop  onto  the  brush,  then  on  carpet 
when  you  sweep. 

Take  Care  of  the  Brush 

Clean  the  brush  often  to  keep  it  from 
matting.  Cut  with  a  scissors  the  thread  and 
hair  that  catch  between  tufts  or  around  the 
axle.     Then  comb  the  brush  with  a  metal  comb. 

From  time  to  time  take  the  brush  out  of  the 
sweeper  and  clean  out  the  fine  dust  and  dirt 
that  collect  around  the  brush  ends.  To  remove 
oil  and  wax  from  brush  use  dry-cleaning  fluid. 
When  bristles  wear  down  too  far  replace  brush. 

Oil 

Follow  the  manufacturer's  directions  for  oil- 
ing the  sweeper.  Most  sweepers  need  oiling 
at  least  once  a  month. 
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Machines,  metals,  and  labor  that  were  making  va< 
cleaners,  carpet  sweepers,  and  other  household  arl 
must   now   produce   weapons  to   win   the   war. 
tanks  .  .  .  guns  .  ..  planes  are  what  we  need  r 
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Since  practically  all  the  cleaning  is  done  by 
suction,  the  main  thing  to  watch  is  that  the 
nozzle  makes  a  good  seal  with  the  rug.  Other- 
wise suction  is  weakened. 

Motor-Driven  Roll 

Other  kinds  of  cleaners  have,  in  addition  to 
suction,  a  rotating  roll  that  sweeps  and  vibrates 
the  rug.  This  roll  is  turned  by  a  motor.  These 
cleaners  are  all  the  upright  type. 

Look  for  this  roll  inside  the  nozzle  lips.  In 
some  cleaners  the  roll  is  made  of  wood ;  in  others 
of  metal.  The  roll  in  some  cleaners  has  one  or 
more  rows  of  stiff  bristles.  Another  cleaner 
has  a  roll  with  bristles  and  rubber-tipped  beater 
bars.  Still  another  has  a  metal  roll  with 
bristles  and  a  smooth,  metal  rug  vibrator. 

A  Good  Seal 

All  cleaners  work  best  if  the  nozzle  makes  a 
good  seal  with  the  rug.  Then  the  current  of 
air  that  comes  through  the  nozzle  is  strongest. 

Some  nozzles  adjust  automatically  to  rugs 
of  different  thicknesses.  Others  are  adjusted 
by  hand  or  by  foot. 


4.  Belt. 

5.  Dirt  container. 


9.  Nozzle  1 
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To  adjust  the  nozzle,  hold  the  handle  of  the 
cleaner  as  you  do  when  you  clean.  Then  raise 
or  lower  the  nozzle  by  stepping  on  a  pedal  or 
by  turning  a  small  screw  at  the  side  of  the 
nozzle — however  your  cleaner  adjusts. 

For  a  straight-suction  cleaner  with  adjustable 
nozzle,  raise  the  nozzle  just  high  enough  so  a 
quarter  slides  easily  between  cleaner  and  rug. 
On  a  cleaner  with  motor-driven  rotating  roll, 
adjust  to  thickness  of  a  half  dollar. 

Start  the  motor  to  test  nozzle  adjustment. 
The  suction  should  pull  the  carpet  up  against 
the  cleaner  nozzle. 

Watch  the  Brushes 

Keep  all  brushes  free  from  hair  and  threads. 
When  these  collect  they  keep  the  brush  from 
sweeping  and  cleaning  as  it  should. 

Be  sure  the  brush  that  turns  round  inside 
the  nozzle  has  bristles  long  enough  to  sweep 
the  rug.  These  bristles  wear  down  in  time, 
and  the  brushes  or  the  roll  needs  to  be  lowered. 

Here's  how  to  test  for  proper  brush  length: 
Hold  the  machine  with  the  nozzle  part  up. 
Lay  a  stiff  piece  of  cardboard  across  the  nozzle. 


and  tft/ii. 


It's  up  to   you  to   moke  what  you  have   last.     Save 
metal   .   .   .  rubber  .   .   .   power  .   .   .   your  household 
w       furnishings   by   proper  care  and   use  of  your  vacuum 
cleaner  and  carpet  sweeper. 


The  bristles  should  come  just  above  the  edge 
of  the  card — about  ^32  of  an  inch. 

To  lower  the  brushes,  follow  the  manufac- 
turer's directions.  Usually  this  is  done  by 
adjusting  a  pin,  screw,  or  lever  at  each  end  of 
the  brush  roll.  Most  brushes  may  be  lowered 
two  to  five  times.  As  soon  as  the  bristles  wear 
too  short  after  the  lowest  adjustment,  replace 
the  brush  or  roll. 

Save  the  Belt 

Make  the  rubber  belt  that  turns  the  rotating 
roll  last  as  long  as  possible.  Take  the  belt  off 
the  fan  shaft  when  you  put  the  cleaner  away, 
if  your  manufacturer  recommends  it.  This 
will  help  keep  the  belt  elastic.  A  loose  belt 
does  not  turn  the  roll  as  it  should. 

Don't  ask  the  cleaner  to  inhale  pins,  hair- 
pins, or  other  stray  bits  of  metal.  These  can 
cut  the  belt  and  nick  or  bend  the  fan.  Don't 
take  up  string  with  a  cleaner.  It  is  likely  to 
wind  around  the  rotating  roll  and  cut  the  belt. 

When  the  belt  is  very  loose  or  worn,  replace 
it.     Be  sure  to  turn  in  the  old  belt  for  salvage. 


upeiirrTg^nowff'bii-'  a'  rarge' 
of  paper.  Turn  the  cloth  bag  inside  out  every 
2  or  3  weeks  and  give  the  inside  a  thorough 
brushing  with  a  stiff  brush.  Be  careful  not  to 
puncture  the  bag.  Never  wash  it.  If  you 
have  a  paper  bag,  be  sure  to  change  it  often. 
Empty,  rinse,  and  dry  the  pan  in  which 
water  has  been  used  for  a  filter.  If  a  lot  of 
dirt  is  taken  up  it  may  be  necessary  to  change 
water  during  cleaning. 

To  Oil  or  Not 

Follow  accurately  manufacturer's  directions 
for  oiling  motor  and  other  parts.  Some  motors 
need  no  oiling.  Others  need  to  be  oiled  with 
a  good  motor  oil.  On  some  this  may  have  to 
be  done  by  a  serviceman. 

For  a  Complete  Checkup 

Once  a  year  is  not  too  often  to  have  your 
vacuum  cleaner  checked  over  by  a  trained 
serviceman  .  .  .  twice  a  year  may  be  needed  if 
it  gets  heavy  use.  Have  the  bearings  checked, 
worn  parts  replaced,  needed  adjustments  made. 

Also  consult  your  serviceman  if  your  cleaner 
makes  any  unusual  noises  ...  if  the  motor 
sparks  excessively,  or  gets  overheated. 
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MAKE     CLEANING     EQUIPMENT     LAST     LONGER 
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Get  Acquainted  With  Your  Cleaner 
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Good  way  to  clean  a  bag  is  this:  Take  i 
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WHEN  YOU  CLEAN 

Several  shorter  cleanings  each  week  are  better 
for  your  rugs  than  one  long  weekly  cleaning. 

^ood  Connections 

Connect  your  cleaner  cord  to  a  wall  outlet. 

See  that  the  switch  on  the  cleaner  is  "off" 
before  you  connect  or  disconnect  the  cord. 
Otherwise  contacts  in  the  plug  may  be  harmed 
by  sparking.  Grasp  the  plug  firmiy  to  discon- 
nect. You  may  loosen  connections  by  pulling 
on  the  cord. 

Repair  or  replace  badly  worn  or  frayed  cords. 
If  the  covering  breaks  so  wires  are  exposed,  it 
is  a  fire  hazard.  Keep  the  cord  out  of  the  way 
as  you  clean.  Take  care  not  to  step  on  it  .  .  . 
run  over  it  with  the  cleaner  ...  or  use  it  to 
drag  the  machine  along. 

A  Clecen  Sweep 

•^  Pick  up  pins,  other  metal  objects,  large 
pieces  of  paper,  string,  cloth  before  you  run 
the  cleaner. 

^  If  you  have  loosened  the  belt  of  your  cleaner 
for  storing,  put  the  belt  back  in  place.  Start 
the  motor  to  be  sure  you  have  belt  on  right. 
-^  Adjust  nozzle  to  thickness  of  each  rug. 
^  Be  sure  all  parts  of  cleaner  that  touch  the 
rug  are  clean,  free  from  grease. 
-^  Now,  operate  the  cleaner  slowly.  Clean  a 
little  part  of  the  rug  at  a  time,  overlapping 
with  the  adjoining  part  just  cleaned. 

If  your  cleaner  has  wheels  under  the  nozzle 
all  you  have  to  do  is  guide  it  along  at  a  uniform 
speed.  If  there  are  no  wheels,  be  sure  to  press 
down  firmly,  so  the  nozzle  will  make  a  good 
seal  with  the  carpet,  and  push  and  pull  the 
cleaner  over  the  rug  with  short,  quick  strokes. 
i^  If  you  have  a  straight-suction  cleaner  with 
brushes  that  can  be  taken  off — take  these 
brushes  off  after  you've  gone  "once  over"  the 


rug  lightly.  These  brushes  loosen  surface  dirt, 
but  hinder  rather  than  help  suction  cleaning. 
^  Do  not  skimp  on  cleaning  time.  Some 
cleaners  clean  more  quickly  than  others.  If 
rugs  are  cleaned  only  once  a  week,  30  minutes 
or  more  are  usually  required  by  a  straight- 
suction  cleaner  to  do  a  good  cleaning  job  on 
a  9  by  12  foot  rug.  Cleaners  that  sweep  and 
beat  as  they  go  usually  clean  in  less  time. 
";Ar  When  you  clean  rug  edges,  keep  the  nozzle 
just  within  the  edges — so  the  air  is  drawn  up 
through  the  rug.  If  the  nozzle  goes  over  the 
edge  it  breaks  the  seal  with  the  rug  and  the 
edges  are  left  uncleaned. 

Keep  from  lifting  rug  edges  and  fringe  by 
lowering  the  handle  a  little  when  you  bring 
the  cleaner  back.  This  breaks  the  seal  long 
enough  to  prevent  pulling  up  the  edge.  If 
fringe  winds  around  the  rotating  roll,  shut  off 
the  motor,  loosen  the  fringe. 

Between  Times 

After  a  general  cleaning  put  cleaner  away 
shipshape — dirt  container  emptied  and  bristles 
and  ends  of  the  rotating  roll  free  of  hair  and 
thread.  Loosen  the  belt  if  your  manufacturer 
recommends  it. 

Wind  the  cord  loosely  around  the  clips 
provided  for  that  purpose.  Avoid  kinking, 
twisting,  straining  the  cord  .  .  .  and  try  not 
to  bend  it  always  at  the  same  spot. 

Store  cleaner  in  a  dry  place  so  the  metal 
parts  won't  rust.  This  storage  place  also  needs 
to  be  cool — away  from  sun  or  radiators — for 
the  sake  of  rubber  cord  and  rubber  parts. 

Store  attachments  that  go  with  the  cleaner 
in  a  bag  or  a  basket  where  they'll  be  handy 
when  you  use  the  cleaner.  Or  it  may  be 
handier  to  hang  the  hose  in  a  closet  over  round 
pegs  so  it  does  not  bend  sharply. 


